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Russian reactionaries and militarists, and also the Tsar,
were at first opposed to a rapprochement with England.
Izvolski later told Sir Edward Grey that he eventually had
great difficulty in getting it accepted.208 In England like-
wise the criticism in the Liberal Press of Russian pogroms,
the oppressive character of Tsarist absolutism, the suspen-
sion of the Duma, and the misunderstanding and friction
caused by Sir Henry CampbeU-Bannerman's phrase, "La
Duma est morte; vive la Duma!", did not facilitate the
work of Grey, Hardinge and Nicolson.209 Nevertheless, the
gulf was eventually bridged, owing apparently more to the
eagerness and pressure of the British, rather than the Rus-
sian, Foreign Office.210
Another cause of delay was the English desire that Rus-
sia should come to a satisfactory reconciliation with Japan,
Grey held it important that the Russo-Japanese and Anglo-
Russian negotiations should proceed simultaneously and be
concluded practically pari passu.211 As it happened, the
Russian agreement with Japan was finally signed on July
30, 1907, a month before that with England. It included
a mutual declaration to respect the status quo and the
rights of one another in the Far East, and a recognition of
the independence and territorial integrity of China and the
principle of the "open door."212 These laudable clauses
were made known to Germany, but there were evidently
secret supplementary clauses, because the secret Russo-
Japanese Treaty of 1910 speaks of the demarcation of
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